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Rothstein & Santana, Harvard Education Press

“Formulating  
one’s own questions  
is the single most 

essential skill  
for learning”. 



Danielson’s 
Framework for 

Teaching

from Engagement to Empowerment!

Domain #3 - Instruction 
3a: Communicating w Students

3b: Using Questioning & Discussing Techniques

3c: Engaging Students in Learning

3d: Using Assessment in Instruction

3e: Demonstrating Flexibility & Responsiveness




Leader

Learner



Ask as many questions as you can 

Do not stop to answer, judge or to 
discuss the questions 

Number each question 

Write down every question exactly as it 
is stated  

Change any statement into a question

Share your Thinking…



Our Focus remember the rules…



Categorize Questions

Closed - yes, no, 1-word or 1 - 
right answers


Open - require more explanation
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Categorize Questions

Closed - yes, no, 1-word or 1 - 
right answers


Open - require more explanation



Play with your 
Questions…

Advantages?


Disadvantages?


Move one of each to the other…



Categorizing 
Questions
OR….


• Need to know/Nice to know

• Fact/Opinion

• In the text/Not in the text

• By topic or stem

• Other…?



Inviting 
Questions

Problem/Challenge

Driving Questions

Need to Knows



Identifying & Sorting ‘Need to Knows’...





Frequency  
builds  

Fluency

Question Starts

as 

Anchor Charts



Choose three questions that…  

• most interest you 

• you consider to be the most important 

•you want/need to answer first 
• will best help you design your 

research project, experiment, etc. 

• will best help you solve a problem 

Prioritize Questions

Why those? 
What numbers? 
Strategies for synthesizing?



Prioritizing Questions

Criteria set by teacher 
• most interest you 
• you consider to be the most important 
•you want/need to answer first 
• will best help you design your 
research project, experiment, etc. 

• will best help you solve a problem 

Shaped by “Next Steps”… 

Why those? 
What numbers? 
Strategies for synthesizing?



Next Steps

Teacher Choice

Teacher Facilitated Student Choice

Student Choice

• Wonder Wall or Wonder Journal 
• 20 minute quick PREsearch & share out 
• Independent Research w/ blog post 
• Extension  
• Option for small group project 
• ‘Hooks’ for upcoming content 
• More…



“Bogus Inquiry” Grant Wiggins





Slowing Thinking Down…

• Time to linger…


• Room to consider and 
(re)consider…


• Cultures of Constructive 
Inquiry:

“Right now, I 
wonder/think…” 

“Is this your first question,  

or your best question?” “How has your 
question changed?”



What’s Going On In This Picture? New York Times



What’s Going On In This Picture? Information Literacy



What’s Going On In This Picture? (Re)vising Our Thinking



At           of Innovation

Why? 

…did you/they do it this way?


What If? 

 …we looked at it through another 
lens? 

How? 

…might things have worked out 
differently? 

…might this impact ____?



Trapezium > Trapezoid > 
Parallelogram 5th grade Student Qs

1. Is a trapezium a 3D figure?

2. How many faces, edges, and vertices are in a trapezoid?

3. Who made up a parallelogram?

4. Does a parallelogram and a trapezoid have the same amount 

of sides?

5. What do the arrows mean?

6. What are the attributes for a trapezoid?

7. Why do trapezium and trapezoid have the same first 6 

letters?

8. Does the pronunciation of the words effect the relationship?

9. What does a parallelogram look like?

10.What do trapeziums, trapezoids, and parallelograms have in 

common?



Matter is all 
around us.

Kindergarten




Communities  
create systems to 
meet their needs.

3rd grade


What constitutes a community?


Who is in power within a 
community?



Using Images

…as a QFocus!



Slowing Our 

Thinking…to Reflect

• What connections did 
you draw to your 
learning? To student 
learning? 

• What is the value of 
learning to ask your 
own questions? 

• What’s your next 
step(s)…? 



Sara Wilkie 
@sewilkie 

sara@novemberlearning.com 

Roy McCloud 
@roybps 

RMcCloud@birmingham.k12.mi.us

mailto:sara@novemberlearning.com
mailto:RMcCloud@birmingham.k12.mi.us

